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Vivienne Clare 
Executive Director 
Forest, Fire and Regions 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
Level 3, 8 Nicholson Street  
EAST MELBOURNE  VIC  3000 
 
20th  June 2017 
 
Powerful Owls in Parlours Creek catchment, Strathbogie State Forest 
 
Hello Vivienne, 
 
As you know from previous correspondence between us, Powerful Owls were detected in the Parlours Creek 
catchment in November 2014 and September 2016.  
 
Following our most recent email correspondence of 28 November 2016, and in light of the lack of systematic 
nocturnal surveys conducted by DELWP since the original modelling was done (mentioned in that email), 
our community group has undertaken substantial additional surveys to improve knowledge of Powerful Owls 
and other forest-dependent fauna in the Strathbogie State Forest. In May 2017, during those nocturnal 
surveys, three separate detections of Powerful Owls were made. All records have been submitted to the VBA 
and the survey sheets are attached to this letter. To summarize Powerful Owl detections since 2014: 
 

(a) The November 2014 Parlours Creek detection was a sighting and is included in the Victorian Biodiversity 
Atlas (VBA) as observation number 1074230 with approved status, and we understand that DELWP has 
verified this record.  

(b) The September 2016 Parlours Creek detection constituted vocalisations heard at several locations on the 
same night (likely of the same bird) and was documented in a report titled ‘Assessment of significant 
biodiversity values in Parlours Coupe, Strathbogie Ranges’ dated 14 September 2016. This document was 
provided to the Department and this detection was also submitted through DELWP’s Forest Reports system 
(DELWP case reference 2016-0081). The 2016 record carries VBA Observation ID 1292641 with an ‘under 
review’ status.  

(c) Two detections in May 2017 were vocalisations on separate dates in the Parlour’s Creek vicinity, and have 
been submitted to the VBA carrying Observation ID 1350526 and 1365023 with a ‘ready for review’ status. 
The third detection came from near the eastern edge of the forest, near Harpers No. 3 Tk, Observation ID 
1367297. 
 
Together, these findings constitute four repeat Powerful Owl detections from Parlour’s Creek within the last 
2 years 6 months. All detections occurred in close proximity (ca. 1 km) to each other in the vicinity of Lima 
East Rd, Barjarg Rd and Parlour’s Tk (see map below). Given the distance from Parlour’s Creek to Harper’s 
No. 3 Tk (4 km) and the published estimates of Powerful Owl home range and distance between 
neighbouring pairs, the latter detection is considered most likely to be a different bird/pair and a separate 
home range, to the Parlours Creek bird/s. 
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Indicative locations of the four Powerful Owl detections in the Parlour’s Creek area between November 2014 and May 
2017, Strahtbogie State Forest. Arrows indicate the point from which the calls were heard and their bearing; circles 
represent the location from where the birds were calling. The November 2014 detection was a sighting. 
 
On 28th Nov. 2016 you wrote “The POMAs have not been updated in recent years as there are no verified 
records or new data that would trigger a review. To trigger a zoning amendment, detailed evidence would 
need to presented, and then verified, as per the procedures outlined on the department's website…” We now 
have updated Powerful Owl detection data, summarized here and submitted to the VBA. These new data, 
once verified, should trigger a review of POMAs in the Strathbogie Forest and establish a new POMA in the 
vicinity of the four recent records at Parlours Creek. 
 
Since December 2016 we have conducted 35 hrs of nocturnal surveys, covering over 25 km of transects. 
These surveys included passive listening only – no call-playback. The surveys resulted in three detections of 
Powerful Owls; two at Parlour’s Creek and one near Harper’s No. 3 Tk, approximately 4 km to the south-
east.  
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Locations of the 35 hrs and 25 km of nocturnal surveys (yellow lines) conducted between Dec 2016 and June 2017 that 
resulted in four Powerful Owl detections. White circles show locations of the five Powerful Owl detections in the 
Strathbogie State Forest referred to in the text. 
 
From our nocturnal surveys we have also established that the forest areas in the vicinity of the Parlours 
Creek Powerful Owl detections support high densities of a preferred prey item, the Greater Glider (all data 
submitted to the VBA), adding weight to the conclusion that the Parlour’s Creek catchment area represents 
high quality Powerful Owl habitat. In the same email, 28th Nov. 2016, you wrote that the POMA locations in 
national parks and reserves “… are not currently included in the map above as we are still in the process of 
extracting the shape files from the old data.”  
1) We request that you provide to us the updated map depicting all the POMAs in the NE FMA, 
including those that are located in Parks and Reserves.  
 
We applaud the commitment of the recently launched Biodiversity Plan 2036 to increase the collection of 
targeted data for evidence-based decision making and to make all data more accessible (Priority 2).  On this 
basis: 
2) We request that the Department update and review information relating to Powerful Owl 
occurrence within the Strathbogie Ranges and use the Powerful Owl data presented here to establish 
an additional POMA based on the locations of the repeat detections in the Parlour’s Creek area as 
detailed above.  
 
Regards, 
 
Bertram Lobert 
164 Steens Rd, 
Boho South 3669 
 
On behalf of: 
Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group 
Euroa Environment Group  
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Nocturnal Survey Data Sheets: 
Powerful Owl detections, May 2017, Strathbogie Forest 
 
1st May 2017 from intersection of Barjarg Rd and Lima East Rd heading east. 
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12th  May 2017 Along Barjarg Rd and then Tallangalook Rd
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23rd May 2017 Harpers No 3 Tk, from intersection of Harpers Link Tk to Barjarg Rd. 
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