
c-/ Post Office 
Strathbogie 3666 

 
29 January 2014 
VicForests    
5-6 Binns McCraes Rd 
Alexandra 3714 
 
Dear VicForests, 

 
 Re: Strathbogie State Forest timber harvesting 

 
According to the TRP Schedule 2011-16, 500+ ha in approximately 14 coupes are due 
for harvesting in the Strathbogie State Forest by end 2016.  
All of these coupes are concentrated in a relatively small area of forest and many are 
situated side-by-side (see map below). Whilst we acknowledge the need for some 
timber harvesting in native forests we have substantial concerns about this proposal. 
Our local Strathbogie community, having recently learnt of the proposed harvesting, 
is overwhelmingly opposed to the harvesting plan proceeding in its current form. 
  
Concerns: 
1. Harvesting these coupes in a short time frame will create an unacceptably large 

harvested zone; coupes should be spread out in time and space, not clustered 
together and harvested over a short period. 

2. All the proposed coupes are to have “seed tree” treatment. This treatment, as 
VicForests knows, has major failings in mixed species coupes. The failed natural 
regeneration in several previous “seed tree” coupes in the Strathbogies, despite 
repeated attempts, is testament to the inappropriateness of this technique in our 
forests (see photo, below).  

3. In our view “seed tree” treatment is akin to clear-felling and is not appropriate for 
these forests. For many decades, selective logging was successfully practiced in 
these forests; selective logging should be the preferred mode of harvesting 

undertaken now and in the future. 
4. The concentration of such a large number of coupes in a small area and in a short 

time-frame suggests that VicForests is looking to drastically increase harvesting 
rates from Strathbogie forests. If future harvesting is as intensive as this round, 
there will be little mature mixed-species forest left in the Strathbogies within a 
decade. And the future of these forests is bleak indeed. 

5. The recent harvesting of nearby forests at Tolmie specifically for woodchips, 
suggests that this may be the fate of the trees harvested in the proposed coupes. 
This is completely unacceptable to our local community! Harvesting our forests 
for quality saw-logs is one thing, but wood-chipping healthy, growing trees is 
anathema to us and to the broader public.  

6. This raises the issue of the economics of harvesting. Presumably, VicForests has 
estimates of what the $ value of the standing timber in these coupes is, be it for 
saw-logs or wood-chips. Does harvesting such young forests make economic 
sense, particularly in light of the risk of these coupes not regenerating properly 
using the “seed-tree” method of harvesting? Also, does VicForests have a 
projected breakdown of the different classes of logs to be harvested, to ensure the 
most efficient use of this valuable resource. 

7. These previously selectively logged forests, now proposed for harvesting, 
represent a high quality biodiversity asset that has been wiped out in other parts 



of the Strathbogie Ranges. These forests are important habitat for significant 
species such as the hollow-dependent Greater Glider, Yellow-bellied Glider and 
Powerful Owl.  

 
In our opinion, the proposed harvesting is contradictory to two of the core principles 
in the Code of Practice:  
 
1. Biological diversity and the ecological characteristics of native flora and fauna within forests 
are maintained. 
2. The ecologically sustainable long-term timber production capacity of forests managed for 
timber production is maintained or enhanced. (p.12, Code of Practice for Timber Production, 
2007) 
 
It also appears that the Timber Harvesting Plan contradicts several of the ‘Mandatory 
Actions’ in the Code i.e.: 
 
The size of clear-felled, seed tree or shelterwood coupes should generally not exceed 40 
hectares net harvested area. Coupes may be aggregated but not exceed 120 hectares net 
harvested area over a period of up to five years. Aggregated coupes must not be contiguous 
(forming a coupe greater than 120 hectares within a five year period). (p 37, Code of Practice 
for Timber Production, 2007). 

 
We would value the opportunity to discuss our concerns further with you/your 
organisation, and await your response to this letter. We must emphasize our strong 
opposition to the proposed plans. In particular, we would like to better understand the 
financial argument used by VicForests to justify the type of harvesting proposed, the 
nature and quantity of the final product (saw-log, wood-chip etc) and the overall 
economic benefits of the operation to the people of Victoria.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Strathbogie Sustainable Forestry Alliance 
 
Simeon Ayres 
Terry Frewin 
Anne Simpson 
Fiona Townsend 
Bertram Lobert 
 
Cc : Bill Sykes MLA, Benalla; Cathy McGowan MP, Indi; Senator Richard Di 
Natale, Aust. Greens; Robyn Walsh Labor Party, Indi; Jenny O’Connor Greens, Indi.    
 
 



 
2011-16 proposed coupes (from Approved TRP Map, Benalla-Mansfield FMA 2011-16). Arrows 

indicate coupes not listed in the Schedule. 
 

 
Example of a failed ‘seed tree’ treatment coupe in the Strathbogie Ranges (Jan. 2014), eight years after 

harvesting and several regeneration attempts. 


