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Controversial ‘planned-burn’ undermines Andrews Government credibility with local 
community 
 
A proposal for the largest ever planned burn in the Strathbogie forests of north-east 
Victoria has led to anger and mistrust of the Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning (DELWP). Spokesperson for the Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group 
(the group), Bertram Lobert, said “We have been in discussion with DELWP and 
Minister Lisa Neville’s office for many months, pointing out the serious risks of 
proceeding with this unprecedented burn, and requesting that the burn be deferred.” 
 
Though the group has painstakingly, repeatedly and honestly presented solid 
arguments for deferring this burn, to this day, they have received no responses from 
DELWP or the Minister that seriously address the issues raised. What’s worse, DELWP 
has now publicly misrepresented the group’s position, stating that the group has an 
agreement with DELWP as to how the burn should proceed - this is false. 
 
Spokes-person Bertram Lobert again “We have now broken-off all ties with DELWP 
Hume Region management because of what we see as insincere community 
engagement, the cynical manipulation of community concern, inadequate attention to 
the role of healthy forests in climate change and lack of concern for threatened 
wildlife.  
 
The group is calling on the Victorian Premier to intervene in this issue, to re-establish 
the community’s trust in Government consultation and to show a commitment to 
managing natural resources for current and future generations. 
 
What has led to this point? 

 DELWP have publicly claimed that they have an agreement with the SSFG re 
this season’s planned burns (Vic. Country Hour, ABC Radio) –this is completely 
false. Whilst we acknowledge the need for strategic planned burns, we have 
consistently opposed this 30 square kilometre burn from the outset and have 
never entered into any agreements. To suggest that we have, is to suggest that 
we will be partly responsible for the consequences of the burn. 

 DELWP have repeatedly, and without basis, claimed that there are ‘huge 
numbers of people’ urging them to conduct this burn. As members of the local 
communities most affected by these planned burns, we reject this assertion 
and would say that most local people in the community value these forests and 
do not want to see them burnt for the purpose of meeting a target.  

 Sound bushfire protection requires collaboration and respect from all parties 
involved (agencies and community).  That means working together to identify 
the major risks and the best strategies for dealing with those risks. 
Misinformation and delay tactics demonstrate that DELWP is not interested in 
collaboration or community concern.   

 The planned burn flies in the face of Minister Neville’s stated commitment to 
helping the environment and nature in her newly released Biodiversity 
Strategy. The burn risks killing hundreds of individuals of the Threatened 
Greater Glider, as well as scores of Koalas.  



 
Based on all of these State Government misrepresentations and deceptions 
relating to the proposed burn, our local communities, among them many CFA 
volunteers, do not believe that we are being respected and valued as regional 
Victorians. 

 
The Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group is calling for:  

1. An immediate deferral of the 30 sq km planned burn this season and  
2. An independent assessment of appropriate future use of these important 

native forests. 
 
Media enquiries: 

Bertram Lobert 
bertram.lobert@activ8.net.au 
0409 433 276 

 

 
ABC Radio interview: http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/news/audio/201603/rural-vch-
podcast-24316.mp3 start 13:30, ‘agreement’ comment at 18:35 
SSFG background: https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/ 
 
Three images below. 

 
Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group members inspecting parts of the proposed 30 sq km burn area. 

 

 
The size of a 30 sq km burn overlaid onto inner-city Melbourne. 
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Koala killed by a ‘successful’ March 2016 planned burn in the Strathbogie forest. 


